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Project N°10:

Understanding Metacognition in AI : Looking towards Comparative Cognition

Our context: Value alignment is a research program that seeks to
develop methods and conceptual frameworks that ensure that
the choices and actions of AI systems, alongside the values and
goals that inform them, align with what humans prioritize and
care about.

Our guiding question: What sort of conditions must be met for AI
systems to make decisions prioritizing human goals and values?

Our focus: We aim to answer this question by to appealing to
those cognitive capacities of agents that allow them to identify
reflect their motivations/goals and assess whether these
motivations/goals are the appropriate ones.

Our main contention: agents that engage in value alignment
must possess self-evaluative capacities which involve some
form of monitoring and control.

Current paper: How can we use we a term such as metacognition
to describe something in a non-human entity, given that it was
crafted to denote a human phenomenon?

Comparative cognition is the field of inquiry concerned with
understanding the cognitive abilities and mechanisms that are
evident in nonhuman species.

What we can learn: methods and principles that enable us to
form justified inferences about non-human cognitive phenomena
given anthropocentric standpoint.
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